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Grand and noble ‘Map of the Human Heart’

By Jay Carr
GLODE STAFH

Although he has made only three
features, il's nol oo soon to call New
Zealand's Vincent Ward one of film's
great image-mak-

Movie ers. While his new
Review “Mup of the Hu-

man Heart,” is
flawed, i's the kind of vaultingly am-
bitious film thal stays with you long
after the memory of many a more
convenlional success has faded,
Grand and noble, spanning decades
and coniinents, it means to be a
sweeping romance about & couple
victimized by rucism - an Tnuitl Eski-
mo, Avik, froin an Arctic villuge and
a metis (half-bread), Albertine, who
meet as children in a hospital in
Montreal, are separaled, ncct again
as adults during World War 11, and
play out their destinles.

You Instantly believe in the chil:
dren as kindred pirils, and you be-
lieve the sunburst of joy that breaks
over Jasun Scott Lee's face upon
glimpsing Anne Parillaud’s Alber-
tine years later in London, where
he's an girman flying bombing mis-
sivns for the RAF und she's 2
WAAF who tracked him down
through her job - analyzing acrial
photographs. But their lives arc
cumplicated by Patrick Bergin, He's
the dashing pilot who landed on
Avik's ice flnoc as a boy and toted him
off to the hospital. Afler returning to
the Arctic to hunt U-Boals a decade
later, he also bears Avik back to
London and the RAF, Bul he also
inforing Avik that he and Albertine -
eager Ly cscape the imprisonment of
lier half-breed status - arc engaged.

Wurd has a boldly imaginative

Ward has a
boldly
imaginative way
of playing air

ways that echo
Avik’s rapture or
despair. His
story opens with
Avik as a boy
being tossed
skyward by pals
holding a
blanket.

way of playing air against earth in
ways that echo Avik's rapture or de-
sprir. His story opens with Avik as a
boy being tossed skyward by pals
holding a blanket. The cxhilaration
of being airborne is diluted when his
view of purc sky is invaded by the
Brit's plane. Later, when he and Al-
bertine meet in London, they dance
across the glass dome of the Royal
Albert Hall, giddy at having sur-
vived & buzz bomb, all but flying with
love. Later, they make love alop a
barrage balloon floating idyllically
over the countryside at Uffington,
sinking into its pillowy softness,
lulled by its hugeness and #flcnce.
We see them in a long shot from
ahove, poignant escapees. Still later,

MAP OF THE HUMAN HEART
Directed by: Vincent Ward
Screenpluy by: Ward, Louis Nowru.
Starring: Joson Seoll Lee, Anne
Parillavd, I'atrick Bergin, John Cusack,
Jeanue Morensw, Ren Mendalsohn, Robert
Joamie, Aune Galipeau
Playing at: Nickelodome
Ratcd: R (languaye, v scene of sexunldity)

Avik's plane takes a direct hil while
firchombing Dresden - a mission he
could havc avoided had he been will-
ing to pramise Bergin's high-ranking
officer that he'd no lunger sce Alber-
tine - und down he plummets yet
again.

On the ground, dreamwalking
through the hellish Dresden inferno,
he's 8o revulled by what he regards
as the white man's cannibalism that
he vows to return to the Arctic and
shun Lhe white world to which Alber-
une aspires. A now reworked enc.‘i‘ixii;
supplics degrees of dramatic weight
the film originally lacked, although
there's still shortfall, Some concision
helps, too, but Avik and Albertine
still have too little screen time.
Morcoyer, the framing slory dissi-
pates the tremendous focus Lige
brings Lo Avik's role. Still, the mo-.
ments thal do work in “Map of the
Human Heart” are breathtaking.
Lee and Parillaud are iuvigoraling
preences when they get the chance
to be and Ward is a direcior whose
work you should know if you love
film, “Map of the Human Heart"
docan't, always fly, but when it does
it flics higher than anything else naw
around. And don't wait for video.
This is a film that cries oul to be
seen on a big sereen.

"GRAND, NOBLE AND BOLDLY IMAGINATIVE. BREATHTAKING!

It is not too soon to call Vincent Ward one of film's great image makers."

Jay Carr, BOSTON GLOBE



